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high dudgeon, to Quinsan.    But he willingly took
the risks of that wrath and of the possibly imme-
diate withdrawal of the British contingent from the
Imperialist army, because he knew well that Peking
would not  only  exonerate but   splendidly reward
him for  taking the surest course to safeguard the
Empire  against further  conspiracies   on   the   part
of   these   rebel  leaders.     He  knew that  the fact
of their having been slaughtered by treachery would
in   no   wise   detract  from   his   achievement.     In
this   he   was   completely   justified ;    the   rewards
bestowed upon him by the grateful Throne for the
victories which  Gordon  had  achieved  were   more
than ample compensation for the risks he ran in
provoking  that   gallant   officer  to  wrath.      They
were, indeed, the foundation of all his subsequent
career.

According to reliable evidence collected on the spot
by the British authorities, the massacre of the rebel
chiefs took place after they had been received by
Li Hung-chang at his camp with much friendliness.
He had congratulated them in person on having
forsaken the rebel cause and promised to recommend
them for high rank in the Imperial service.   Then,
with every expression of goodwill, he had left them
in the keeping of General Chen, to whom they were
quietly talking when Li's executioners suddenly fell
upon them and hacked them to pieces.   This, beyond
all doubt, is what actually occurred.   Two months
later, however, when, through the skilful mediation
of Mr. (later Sir) Robert Hart, Gordon's wrath had
been partially appeased, and when he had consented
to take the field again, Li put forth his own cleverly-
varnished account.   This he did in a characteristic